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1Lon0oN A Good Friday prayer at Westminster Cathedral's door.

TR

THE PHRIPPINES Defying distancing orders by gathering in Manila

Conspiracists Blame Cell Towers
For Outbreak, and Arsons Follow

By ADAM SATARIANO and DAVEY ALBA

LONDON ~ On Apri 2, 2 wire.
less tower was set ablare in Bam
ingham The next day, a fire was
reported at 10 pm. at a telecom-

n Liverpool that was gomg wp m
flames.

Across Britain, mere than 30
acts of arson and vandalism have
taken place agunst wircless tow
ers and other ielecom gear thas
month accordmg to polx e reports
and a telecom trade group In
roughly %0 other cprodes m the
country. telecom technacians have
been harassed on the job.

The attacks were fucled by the
same cause, govermment ofhaals
sasd 2 seernet comspracy the
ory that ks the spread of the co-
ronavirus to an uitrafast wireless
technology known as 5G. Under
the false sdea, which has guned

momentum n Faccbook growps.
WhatsApp  messages  and
YouTube vadeos, rado waves seat
by 5G techoology are causing
small changes to peophe's bodues
that make them succumb 1o the v
rus

The eptsodes starkly demon
strate how corenaveres conspe
acy theories have taken a dack
turn by spiling oot mto the real
world In just 3 few weeks, the
pandemic has grven pre-exsting
frmge ideas onlme new urgency
by playmg on peogle’s fears.

Before the coremavirus, rarely
did such theories cause as muach
tangible harm so quxckly, dismfor
maton researchers sasd

1a the Unsted States. coe person
ded after selimedxating with
chisroguine. whach was tosed on
lme as a maracie cure for the coro
navTus even though £3 efficacy B

Continued on Page AS

Where 10,520 Public Schools
Are Closed, One Is in Session

By BRIAN WOLLITZ
and ALI DeFATIO

FARMERSVILLE, Cakf A
745 on a recent mornmg. the
strangest of scemes unfolded 2t
Outsade Creek Elemenstary: A
school bus pulled up. Stodents
st epped off and sauntered to class.
The princpal, Derrxck Brave
greeted a parent with a
bey-there handshake

It was humdrum normalcy m
the most aboormal of tumes, as o
there were no pandemac, Do state-
wide crder 1o shelter i place, to
socal<distanang derectives.

Of the 10,521 pablsc schools m
Calfornia, Outsade Creek is the
looe holdout, a tiny school i a re.
mete rural community in the San
Joagan Vabey that s musting oo
holding classes for the 21 students
from kindergarten through exghth
grade who showed up Last week

Mr Bravo, wio is also the
school's  supermiendent and
exghth-grade teacher, saad he and
the school board dad not make the

10 cdlose, and every other school m
Tulare County had dome just that

Deciding to Stay Open
for Students in Need
in Rural California

akter Gov Gavin Newsom ssued a
shelter inplace order for the en
tire state oo March 19 They also
knew the sumbers — 10 dead so
far out of at least 157 resadents
the county who have tested pos
strve for the coronavirus

But when Mr Brave turned to
the Centers for Dusease Conmtrol
and Prevention for advice. the na
tion's leading authorty on infec
Bous diseases seemed 1o suggest
n its wrtten gwdance that small
schaols cut sade hot spots could re
main open # they took precas
toas And then Mr Bravo thought
about the evervday struggies of
the famsbes who work the atrus
and walnut groves here Nearly
every ome of bus students qualdes
for free or subsahred lunches. and
remote learmng is a fantasy for
the many famshes who cannot af

Contomued om Page AN

ME000 OTY Guarding a park that usually hosts a passion play

MLAN More images of Good Fraday around the world, Page A7,

Braced for Apocalyptic Surge,
New York Avoids Worst, So Far

By ALAN FEUER and JESSE McKINLEY

On March 24, Gov. Andrew M.
Cuome appeared a the Jacob K
Javits Center in Manhattan, and
as scldvers scrambled to trans
form #t into a hospetal be offered
the pubbc a drre assessment

Sopiusticated scremtists, Mr
Cuome saud. had studied the com:
mg comaavires omtbreak and
ther projections were alarming
Infections were doubling nearly
every three days and the state
would sccn require an unthisk
able expansion of its heakh care
system To stave off acatastrophe.
New York might need up to
140,000 hospeal beds and as many
as 40,000 mtensive care unsts with
ventilators

“We were looking o a freght
tram comung across the coantry,
Mz Cocmo sadd one forecaster
told ham

Two weeks later, however, with
an unprecedented shutdown of

public schools, countless busi
nesses and most of outdoor ke,
New York has managed 10 avesd
the apocalyptic vision that somne
forec asters predicted

The dady death toll has still
been staggermg. around $00 for 2
thard straight day on Praday, and
somme hospetals contamase to teeter
on the brmk of chaos.

Bt the number of intensive
care beds being used dechned for
the first tme in the crisis, 10 4,908
according to duly figures re
leased on Praday And the total
number bospitalzred with the v
rus, 18,568, was far lower than the
darkest expectations

In yet another sign that the
worst of the predictions had net
yet come 1o pass, the Javies Cen.
ter, the convention center where
Mr Cucemo offered hes worrisome
assessment, was treating only 300

Contmued on Page Ald

PRESIDENT WEIGHS
SETTING SCHEDULE
TO OPEN ECONOMY

Pandemic Scrambles
Supply Chains

By ANA SWANSON

WASHINGTON Factonies
are idled Workers are in bk
down Goods are paling up at some
ports. whie elsewhere contaner
stups sxl empty Daury farmers
are dumpmng thesr mulk. whake 100
ket paper msles & the grocery
store have been pucked bare

The spread of the coronavirus
has disrupted global supply
chams, leading to shortages and
price mcreases that are cascadng
from factorses 0 ports to retadl
stores fo consumers. Whale fac
torses in Chma have been slowty
restartmg as the country's epe

Final Word Remains
With Governors

This artacle 15 by Peter Baber
Zolan KammoYoungs ond Alaw
Rappeport

WASHINGTON ~ As be grap-
snultancously with the most
devastating pubbc bealth and eco-
momic crses of a lfetime, Press
dent Trump finds bemsef pulled m
opposite drections on what to do
mext. The bankers, corperate ex-
ecutives and mdustraabsts plead
with ham 0 the country as
soom as M,.ZZ while the med-
cal experts beg for mare time to
curd the coronavirus.
The phone calls from his buss.
ness fnends compete agasmt the

demax fades. many
m India, the United States and Eo
fope are powering down, or run
ming at partial capacity
These disruptions in global
trade could grow more notxceable
m the months to come, as Con:
sumers haard products and cown
tries clamp down on experts of
medical supplies and even food
Shoppers may see more short
ages of unexpecied products, -
duding laptops, todet paper and
medsanes Some companmes coud
find themselves lacking raw ma
terials and coenponents, 3 recpe
for further financial trouble
At the White House on Fraday,
Pressdent Trump sasd he was allo
cating a beast $16 bl to Amen
can farmers, ranchers and agn
cultural producers to keep the
American food sapply stable
In ths tene of crisis we must
keep cur swpply chmns moving
from the bepnmng. rght from be-
gmang to end” be sad
On Wednesday the Unsted
States put #s own export restrc
toas oo medcal supples needed
to fight the vrrus, echomg bans =
Europe, India, Turkey and else
where that critxcs have sasd could
leave some parts of the world
shoet.
In kvestreamed remarks that
mormag. Roberto Azevedo, the &
rector general of the World Trade
Organtzation, said the contraction
m global trade thes year would be
‘ughy” representing the sharpest
Comtirmsed on Page A6

MAWKS Socme lrwmakers are
using the crisis to press for puns
tive action against China. PAGE A%

of overwheimed
hospatals The public heakth ex
porte toll i whst e o doing be
working, 5o he should not bt wp
yet. The economic advisers and
others m has Winte House tell ham
what he has done has worked, so
he should begin to figure out how
1o ease up Tems of thousands
more could die Milbons more
could lose thew jobs

*“I'm gesng 10 have to make a2 de-
cisson, and | only bope 10 God that
it's the right decisson” Mr. Trump
sasd on Prday duning tes dasly
Bews besefing on the fight agunst
the coromavirus

say without question 2% the by
gest deasion ['ve ever had %o
make *

Setting on new estimates of 2
lower-than projected  death toll,
the that be
wanted to start resumng buss
mess on sonse basas after bus cur
rent stay-athome guxdelmes ex-
pre on Aprd 30, and be an
nounced that be would name a
task foroe next week 1o develop a
plan. But he alss promised to b
ten to public health officials caw
tioning aganst 3 premature move
to relax knuts.

In actualsty, the decsion on
when and how 1o reopen is not en
twely Me Trump's to make be
cause be never ordered it closed
The stay-at-home edicts that have
kept the vast bulk of Amerxcans
ndoors were issued by governors
state by state But the president
dud 1sue noonbonding gusdeknes
wging a pause n daly e

Contomued om Puge A

‘Please Don’t Let Me Die’: The Perils of Giving Birth in Venezuela

JULIE TU
and ISAYEN HERRERA

CARACAS, Venezuela — The la
bor pains began in her village, in
the durk.

Her baby was comang. and Ms.
lagros Visquez, 20, needed help

Wieh a mmadress stretched over
her swollen and mcreasingly
stressed body Ms  Visquer
braved 2 motorbike joarmey
across three rivers and gripped
ber belly through two jplting bus
ndes. But arriving at the farst bos
fxtal was just the begmmng

Over the course of 30 hours, Ms.
Vasquez. atormer bagh school ath
letic staz, vissted 2 second hospe:
tal a thard, a fourth We have oo
sterie tools, they told her at one
No inxcubator, they saad at ancther.

She took ansther bus. She sbept
on a bench. She craed in the street
losang count of the number of do<
tors who had placed ther hands
msde ber. measunng ber body's
dilatson, caly 10 tell her to leave

She tried a fifth hospetal We
cant help you, they sasd

Finally, in Caracas, the capatal
she stood cutsade the Largest ma
ternity ward in the cosntry and

umwalut_ desperate plea

[T —

Milagros Visquez. after 36 hours of Laboc, with her mother outside a locked emergency room

prayed, “please don't bet me die

Veneroelas public health sys
tem_ once the best in Latin Amer
ca, has been in a state of progres.
sove collapse for years, crippled

an increasangly autherfarnan gov
ernment But few parts of that
system have been as damaged as
#s maternty wards, where the
most critical barthung tools — vital

tn systems — have broken down
or just disappeared, sometimes
forang doclors to turn women
away.
About half of the country's plry
Contirssed on Page A

NATIONAL ATT-19
When Ballot
Is in the Mail

Thereis noews
dence to back up
clasms by Presdent
Trump that all-mad
veting presents an
advastage foe
Democrats, experts
say PAGE Al

Xenophobia Seen in Trump Ad

The spot, which calls Joseph R Baden Jt

soft on Chana, inclodes an image of

former Gow Gary Locke of Washingion,
an Astan American. The ad is the open
PAGE A

ing shot in 3 message war

INTERNATIONAL Al15.16

In one day, Osman Kavala, a Turkish
busnessman and do gooder, was ac
qutted then rearrested He Liagushes
o jail The Saturday Profile

Gaza Activist Jailed Over Chat
Avades call meended to buid bradges

between Istacks and Palestmuans has
led to accusations of treason.  PAGE AXS

SPORTSSATURDAY B5.10

A Breakthrough, Now Broken
Women's soccer was patsed ts leap
abead when the pandems: bt but coubd
be beft behund in a restart PAGE B

denly has 2 bot of
spare time on its
hands  PAGE B4

£ d

Applause Most Excellent

Every evening at 7, 2 writer and her
nenghbors clap foc bealth care profes
swomals delrvery workers and others

Teaming Up to Trace |
The technology pants Apple and
Google sd they would embed 2 feature
= phhcors and devices that would alow
users to track contact with those who
have the coronavirus. PAGE B

& that though we
are molated, we are not alone

PMGEQ

EDITORIAL OP-ED A22-23

Timothy Egan

PAGE A2

Please God" Ms Visquez by abroken econceny overseenby  sign morstors, ventiators, sanita

BUSINESS B1-8 ARTS €17
The Rush Superheroes Fight for Life
To Assemble Abarge distribustor of comic books and
Nguow pumie £raptuc novels has halted detivenes.
sabars have and shops are shuttered, puttmg the

PAGE AlS raced 1o meet f industry m jeopardy “A lot of people are
dumand fam s going to lose thewr kvelihoods™ PAGE C1
woeid that sud
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